
Socialproblems--(MeaningandDefinitions)--------Asocialproblem,ingeneral,isthecondition

whichisnotidealanddisruptsthebalanceofasociety.Adictionaryofsociologydefinessocial

problemsas,“anyundesirableconditionorsituationthatisjudgedbyaninfluentialnumberof

personswithinacommunitytobeintolerableandtorequiregroupactiontowardconstructive

reform”.

Anotherwidelyuseddefinitionspecifiesthat“nocondition,nomatterhowdramaticorshocking

tosomeoneelse,isasocialproblem unlessanduntilthevaluesofaconsiderablenumberof

peopledefineitasaproblem”.

Someoftheotherdefinitionsofsocialproblemsgivenbysociologistsare:

1.HortonandLeslie:

Itisoftendefinedastheconditionwhichmanypeopleconsiderundesirableandwishtocorrect.

2.Lindbergh:

Itisanydeviantbehaviourinadisapproveddirectionofsuchadegreethatitexceedsthe

tolerancelimitofthecommunity.

3.L.K.Frank:

Itisdefinedasanydifficultyofmisbehaviourofafairlylargenumberofpersonswhichwewish

toremoveorcorrect.


